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Activities During March 


EPIDEMIOLOGY 
Food Powonng. 

A group of nine cases of food poisoning in a family 
discovered upon their arrival in Contra Costa County 
at the end of a transcontinental trip by automobile 
was investigated. One of these cases was fatal, the 
victim having been found dead in the back seat of 
the car upon arrival. There was no evidence that the 
illness and death were due to food poisoning, it 
seemed more probable that carbon monoxide from the 
exhaust of the automobile was responsible. 

Another outbreak of suspected food poisoning 
among girls attending an organization dinner was 
investigated. Eight cases were involved. It seemed 


probable that home made ice cream was the cause of 
the outbreak. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma. 


A ease suspected as glanders in Los Angeles County 
proved to be coccidioidal granuloma. The patient 
who died had been a caretaker for a stable of race 
horses. The clinical symptoms of the disease were 
typical. Laboratory study ruled out glanders and a 
diagnosis of coccidioidal granuloma was made. 


Smallpox. 


Twenty-one cases in San Diego County were 
investigated and a number of cases in Los Angeles 
County and Pasadena also. About 3,000 individuals 


were vaccinated in Pasadena, 1,900 in Altadena and 
more than 2,000 in San Diego County. Smallpox is 


more prevalent and health officers have been urged 


to provide all possible protection through vaccina- 
tion procedures. 


Typhus Fever. 


Four cases in the southern part of the State were 


investigated; two were in patients who had been in 


Mexico, where typhus is prevalent, about two weeks 


before they were taken ill; one case was possiny due 
to a rat-flea type of iin 


Typhoid Fever. 


An outbreak involving six cases in one Japanese 
family was investigated at the request of the health 
officer. All were in children whose mother had a pro- 
longed illness and died of pneumonia. It is probable 
that the mother had typhoid and that the children 
contracted it from her. No definite source of infec- 
tion could be located. 


Anmmal Rabies. 


In one section of Los ‘siteitie County during the 
period January 1 to March 23, 181 persons were bit- 
ten by dogs; 24 individuals were given Pasteur treat- 


ment and 21 rabid dogs were reported. 


Typhoid Immumazation. 
Assistance was given in immunizing oceupaiite of 
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migratory labor camps in Kern County. A total of 
468 individuals received first injections. 


Psittacosis Control. 


In Southern California 69 aviaries were inspected. 


and 324 interstate shipments were checked and 
approved. These shipments involved 3,101 shell par- 
rakeets and 263 larger psittacine birds. 


General Health Conditions. 


Chickenpox, mumps, scarlet fever and whooping 
cough continue to be widespread. Rabies in animals 
is epidemic in Fresno, Imperial, Kings, Los Angeles, 


Monterey, Orange and San Bernardino counties. 


Increased numbers of cases of gonorrhea and syphilis 
are being reported. This is due probably to the fact 
that more physicians are reporting cases and that 


- more patients are seeking diagnosis. A revised report 


form has been devised by which it will be possible to 
determine the percentage of cases in which the infec- 


tions have been contracted recently as distinguished 
by those in which chronic or late stages of the disease — 


are present. 


LABORATORIES 
Bactervological Laboratory. 


The following is the diagnostic detail of examina- 


\_,—~__tions performed in this laboratory during March, 1937 : 


Slides prepared and examined for the diagnosis 
of diphtheria, tuberculosis, gonorrhoea, 
malaria, rabies, culture 0,008 
Plate cultures made, examined and selected 
colonies transplanted during examination for 
typhoid, paratyphoid, dysentery, food poison- 
ing, plague, unknown determinations, 
Culture tubes inoculated (fluid and solid 
media) for testing sugar reactions and other 
‘cultural characteristics during identification 
of unknown cultures isolated in blood, stool 
and food examinations and sent in by other 
659 
Animal inoculations for virulence tests, Kel- 
logg tests, tuberculosis of kidneys, meningitis, 
standardizing vaccines, making immune 


Precipitation tests, principally for syphilis____ 6,508 
Complement fixation tests, principally for 
syphilis, but also for identification of cul- 
tures and immune 5,299 
Agglutination tests, each one involving the 
making of eight different serum dilutions, 
centrifuging and examining; required for 
~Widal tests for typhoid, undulant fever, 
typhus, tularemia and for identification of 


Number of cases represented_____--_______-- 6,724 


Biologics. 
Following is a schedule of products manufactured 
in the laboratory and distributed during March, 1937: 


Vaccine issued by the Bacteriological Labor- 
atory during the month of March, 1937: 


Ageglutinating antigen 
Antigen for diagnosis of syphilis: | 
Antisera: 
Tubes of culture media___---------------- 432 
Opthalmia Neonatorum Prophylactic outfits 
distributed during the month of March, 
1937: 
Nupiner of 6,684 


Chemical Laboratory. 
During March, 77 official samples and 39 unofficial 


samples of food and drug products were examined in 


this laboratory. Of these, 38 official samples and 27 
unofficial samples were determined as illegal. These 
consisted for the most part of whiskey, dog foods, 
jams and jellies. Seven samples of food products 
were examined for State institutions, two of which 
were determined as illegal. 


Water and Sewage Laboratory. 


Thirty-four bacterial examinations and 58 chemical | 
examinations of water samples were made in this 
laboratory during March. In addition, 10 bacterial | 
examinations of oysters were made. 


SANITARY INSPECTIONS 
Rodent Survey. 


The rodent survey conducted by this bureau was 
carried on during March in sections of Monterey, 
San Benito, Santa Cruz, Contra Costa, San Mateo, 
Alameda and Santa Clara counties. <A total of 2,726 
rodents was collected and examined. Large numbers 
of fleas taken from ground squirrels shot in the field 
were collected and sent to the laboratory. 
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In San Mateo an intensive rat survey and poison- 


ing campaign was conducted in the Belmont district. © 


Seven garbage disposal dumps were inspected for 
rodents and steps were taken for the destruction of 
rodents found on such dumps. pas 

The rodent control force working under supervision 
of this bureau inspected more than 23,000 acres of 
land and reinspected more than 33,000 acres. Large 
amounts of grain poisoned with thallium and strych- 
nine were distributed. 


Stream Pollution. 


Conditions along streams in the followimg counties 
were investigated during March: in Sacramento 


County, the American River and tributaries, Alder 


Creek and the Cosumnes River; in Placer County, 
the North Fork of the American River, Antelope 
Creek, Bear River, Auburn Ravine and irrigation 
ditches were inspected; in Yolo County, the Sacra- 
mento River for a distance of five miles was 
inspected ; in Butte County, 16 miles of Butte Creek 
were inspected; in San Bernardino County, the 


Mojave River from Barstow to Ludlow was inspected. 


Garbage Disposal. 

_ Garbage dumps in Imperial, Inyo, Placer, Butte, 
Solano, Yuba, Santa Clara, Sonoma, Marin, Alameda 
and San Mateo counties were inspected. 


(Continued in next issue) 


MENTAL DEFICIENCY ASSOCIATION TO MEET 


The American Association on Mental Deficiency 
will hold its sixty-first annual convention at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, May 5th to 8th, 1937. The pro- 
gram will cover a wide range of subject matter and 
should be of value to all public health workers who 


are interested in the problems related to mental 
deficiency. 


STATE BOARDS OF NURSE EXAMINERS TO 
| MEET 


A special conference of State Boards of Nurse 
Examiners sponsored by the Committee on State 


Board Problems of the National League of Nursing 


Education will be held in Boston, Massachusetts on 
May 6th, 7th, and 8th, 1937. The program covers 
problems that are encountered continually by nurse 
examiners. Representative authorities will discuss 
these important problems, the solution of which is 
vital to the maintenance of high standards of educa- 
tion in the nursing profession. 


Where education ceases there ensues catastrophe. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING COURSE, 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


Attention is called to the fact that beginning with 
August, 1937, two years of approved college work 
will be required for nurses who wish to enroll in the 
public health nursing course at the University of 
California at Berkeley. Since this requirement does 


not go into effect until August, 1937, nurses who do 


not have two years college work may enroll for the 
three-semester course by matriculating at the uni- 
versity for the summer session June, 1937. The 
courses, Economics la and Psychology la are pre- 
requisites for admission to the public health nursing 
course. These courses may be taken during inter- 
session which opens May 17 at the University of Calli- 
fornia, Berkeley; they may also be taken by corre- 
spondence from the University Extension Division. 
Attendance at both intersession and summer session 
will give a student the equivalent of a semester’s 
credit toward her public health nursing certificate. 


LOW DEATH RATES IN SAN DIEGO 


The report of the city department of health, San 
Diego, which has just been released reveals low death 
rates for 1936. The general death rate was 14.2 per 
1,000 estimated population and the death rate for 
residents was 11.25. Two-thirds of the total deaths 


were among residents and one-third among nonresi- 


dents. The infant mortality rate for the year 1936 
as released by Dr. A. M. Lesem, city health officer, 
was 44.2, slightly higher than that for the previous 
year which was 38.7. Infant mortality rates gener- 
ally were higher during 1936. The San Diego rates, 
however, are considerably lower than the average 
infant mortality rates for the large cities of the 


United States. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week 
Ending April 3, 1937 


Chickenpox 


1032 cases: Alameda County 4, Alameda 32, Albany 3, Berke- 
ley 40, Oakland 28, San Leandro 3, Butte County 7, Oroville 1, 
Colusa 1, El Cerrito 2, Richmond 4, Fresno County 27, Fresno 28 
Sanger 1, Humboldt County 1, Eureka 6, El Centro 6, Imperial 
1, Kern County 40, Bakersfield 2, Los Angeles County 30, Alham- 
bra 7, Avalon 1, Beverly Hills 1, Claremont 2, Compton 1, Culver 
City 2, Glendale 8, Hermosa 1, Huntington Park 5, Long Beach 
32, Los Angeles 112, Pasadena 35, Pomona 2, San Fernando 2, 
Santa Monica 3, Sierra Madre 4, South Pasadena 4, Whittier 1, 
Lynwood 2, South Gate 2, Maywood 1, Bell 2, Merced County 3, 
Los Banos 5, Monterey County 17, Salinas 3, Napa County 1, 
Napa 9, Orange County 17, Anaheim 1, Fullerton 11, Santa Ana 
13, Placer County 1, Colfax 6, Roseville 10, Riverside County 9, 
Corona 3, Riverside 4, Sacramento County 3, Sacramento 48, 
North Sacramento 1, Ontario 6, San Bernardino 35, San Diego 
County 20, Chula Vista 1, La Mesa 20, National City 9, San 
Diego 52, San Francisco 94, San Joaquin County 3, Lodi 1, 
Stockton 9, Tracy 13, San Luis Obispo County 10, San Luis 
Obispo 2, Burlingame 8, Redwood City 1, San Mateo 1, Santa 
Barbara County 11, Santa Barbara 6, Santa Clara County 10, 


Palo Alto 6, San Jose 23, Sunnyvale 4, Santa Cruz County 3, 
Santa Cruz 8, Siskiyou County 1, Vallejo 1, Sonoma County 2, 
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Sutter County 38, Yuba City 4, Tulare County 1, Ventura County Whooping Cough ‘ 


1, Oxnard 1, Ventura 1, Yolo County 2, Davis 2. 


Diphtheria 


25 cases: Oakland 1, Kern County 1, Taft 1, Los Angeles 
County 2, Los Angeles 4, Montebello 1, San Diego County l, 
San Diego 2, Santa Barbara 1, Sutter County 1, Yuba City l, 
Ventura County 2, Yolo County 1, Marysville 6. 


German Measles | | 
89 cases: Berkeley 1, Oakland 1, Contra Costa County 1, 


Pittsburg 3, Humboldt County 4, Eureka 16, Bakersfield 1, Los 


Angeles County 1, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 1, Pasadena l, 
ae 6” National City 1, San Francisco 2, Santa Clara 
County 2. | | 


Influenza | 


431 cases: Alameda 257, Berkeley 2, Oakland 2, Richmond 7, 
Fresno County 7, Humboldt County 12, Eureka 17, Westmore- 
land 1, Kern County 15, Los Angeles County 2, Compton 1, El 
Monte i, Glendale 1, Los Angeles 27, Whittier 1, Gardena l, 
Madera County 1, Madera 15, Napa 1, Colfax 4, Sacramento 23, 
San Diego County 17, Escondido 1, San Francisco 5, Daly City 1, 
Red Bluff 8, Ventura County l. 


2 cases: Kern County 1, San Luis Obispo County l. 


Measles 


226 cases: Berkeley 1, Oakland 6, Fresno County 1, Fresno l, 
Eureka 3, Imperial County 3, El Centro 7, Kern County 3, Los 
Angeles County 6, Glendale 7, Long Beach 31, Los Angeles 10, 
Pasadena 1, South Gate 1, Madera 1, Placer County 16, Auburn 


10, Colfax 5, Roseville 1, Corona 2, Sacramento County 8, Sacra- 


mento 10, North Sacramento 1, Coronado 1, San Diego 2, San 


Luis Obispo County 38, Suisun 1, Sutter County 25, Tulare 


County 5, Porterville 4, Yuba County 8, Marysville 16, Wheat- 
land 26. 
Mumps 


814 cases: Alameda County 1, Alameda 10, Albany 3, Berke- 
ley 27, Oakland 9, Gridley 2, Contra Costa County 9, Antioch 1, 


El Cerrito 1, Pittsburg 12, Richmond 4, Fresno County 39, Fresno 


4, Humboldt County 18, Eureka 26, El Centro 4, Bishop 13, Kern 
County 11, Hanford 11, Los Angeles County 48, Beverly Hills 1, 
Compton 2, Culver City 1, Glendale 10, Hermosa Beach 2, Hunt- 
ington Park 2, Long Beach 9, Los Angeles 52, Pasadena 13, 
Santa Monica 3, South Pasadena 3, Lynwood 1, South Gate 2, 
Madera County 1, Madera 7, San Rafael 6, Los Banos 1, Mon- 


terey County 9, Orange County 9, Anaheim 1, Fullerton 6, — 


Orange 3, Santa Ana 25, Riverside County 15, Beaumont 2, Co- 
rona 2, Hemet 2, Riverside 7, Sacramento County 7, Sacramento 
9, North Sacramento 1, Ontario 4, Rialto 3, San Bernardino 74, 
San Diego County 26, Chula Vista 5, Coronado 1, El Cajon 2, La 
Mesa 8, National City 4, San Diego 65, San Francisco 92, San 
Joaquin County 3, Stockton 8, San Luis Obispo County 1, Paso 
Robles 1, Daly City 5, Santa Barbara County 2, Santa Barbara 
2, Santa Clara County 11, Palo Alto 2, San Jose 9, Yuba City 2, 
Tulare County 2, Exeter 1, Ventura County 8, Fillmore 1, Ven- 
tura 2, Davis 2, Woodland 1. | 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


74 cases: Richmond 1, Humboldt County 1, Hureka 2, Kern 
County 1, Los Angeles County 12, Avalon 1, Long Beach 3, Los 
Angeles 26, San Fernando 3, Lynwood 1, Hawthorne 1, May- 
wood 1, Gardena 1, Orange 2, Placentia 1, Colfax 1, Riverside 
County 1, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 1, San Diego 1, San 
Francisco 5, Santa Clara County 3, Palo Alto 1, Tulare County 
1, Ventura County 1, Yolo County 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


229 cases: Alameda County 3, Berkeley 5, Oakland 8, Butte 
County 1, Chico 2, Fresno County 8, Fresno 7, Sanger 1, Willows 
1, Humboldt County 7, Eureka 9, Kern County 5, Bakersfield 2, 
Susanville 3, Los Angeles County 9, Beverly Hills 1, Glendale 2, 
Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 36, Pasadena 3, 
Santa Monica 1, South Gate 1, Madera County 1, Yosemite 
National Park 1, Ukiah 2, Merced County 2, Merced 1, Monterey 
County 3, Salinas 1, Napa County 1, Napa 1, Orange County 1, 
Fullerton 1, Santa Ana 1, Colfax 3, Riverside County 3, River- 
side 1, Sacramento County 10, Sacramento 9, North Sacramento 
1, San Bernardino County 1, Ontario 1, Redlands 3, San Diego 
County 8, San Diego 2, San Francisco 20, San Joaquin County 
1, Stockton 1, Paso Robles 2, Santa Clara County 2, Palo Alto 2, 
Santa Cruz County 1, Santa Cruz 2, Sierra County 3, Fairfield 1, 
Vallejo 1, Sonoma County 2, Tulare County 3, Exeter 3, Porter- 


ville 3, Visalia 1, Ventura County 3, Oxnard 1, Yolo County 5, 
California 1.* 


Smallpox 


14 cases: Berkeley 3, Burbank 3, South Pasadena 1, River- 
side County 5, San Diego County 1, National City 1. 


Typhoid Fever 


» cases: Los Angeles County 1, Pacific Grove 1, Sacramento 
County 2, Tulare County 1. 


* Cases charged to ‘‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


543 cases: Alameda County 1, Alameda 2, Oakland 9, Butte 
County 11, Oroville 5, Contra Costa County 1, Fresno County 20, 
Fresno 14, Kingsburg 1, El Centro 16, Imperial 5, Kern County 
2, Bakersfield 3, Hanford 4, Los Angeles County 23, Alhambra 2, 
Burbank 1, Claremont 3, El Monte 3, Glendale 3, Huntington 
Park 2, Inglewood 2, Long Beach 4, Los Angeles 68, Pasadena 
11, Pomona 4, Redondo 1, San Fernando 3, Santa Monica 2, 
South Pasadena 3, Vernon 1, Whittier 3, Lynwood 2, South Gate 
1, Monterey Park 1, Madera County 9, Madera 1, Mariposa 
County 2, Ukiah 25, Merced 2, Monterey County 3, Orange 
County 16, Anaheim 4, Fullerton 2, Newport Beach 5, Orange 
1, Santa Ana 9, La Habra 3, Laguna Beach 8, Auburn 1, Colfax 1, 
Plumas County 10, Riverside County 12, Corona 4, Hemet 2, 
Sacramento 2, San Bernardino County 4, San Bernardino 11, San 
Diego County 2, La Mesa 2, San Diego 5, San Francisco 4, San 
Joaquin County 22, Lodi 13, Stockton 4, San Luis Obispo County 
16, San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo County 2, Daly City 3, Santa 
Barbara County 4, Santa Barbara 25, Santa Maria 3, Santa Clara 
County 10, Sonoma County 3, Yuba City 2, Tehama County 1, 
Tulare County 27, Porterville 4, Ventura County 12, Ventura 2, 
Yolo County 2, Woodland 1, Yuba County 1, Marysville 2. 
Meningitis (Epidemic) 

4 cases: Oakland 1, Imperial County 1, La Verne 1, Los 
Angeles 1. | | 
Dysentery (Amoebic) 

One case: Stockton. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
14 cases: Los Angeles. 


Leprosy | 
2 cases: Kern County 1, Stockton 1. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
One case: San Francisco. 


Pellagra 


4 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Long Beach 1, San Joaquin 
County 1, San Luis Obispo County 1. : 


Poliomyelitis | 
3 cases: Oakland 1, Fresno County 1, San Jose 1. 


Tetanus 
One case: Los Angeles 


Trachoma 
2 cases: Los Angeles 1, San Luis Obispo County 1. 


Paratyphoid Fever 
One case: Los Angeles. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
case: Tulare County. 


Food Poisoning | 
13 cases: South Pasadena 1, San Francisco 12. 


Undulant Fever 

4 cases: Fresno County 1, Los Angeles 1, Pomona 1, San 
Luis Obispo 1. | 
Coccidoidal Granuloma 

2 cases: Fresno 1, Tulare County 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 


40 cases: Fresno County 1, El Centro 1, Corcoran 1, Lemoore 
1, Los Angeles County 7, Avalon 1, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 
17, Montebello 1, Monterey Park 1, Monterey County 2, Seal 
Beach 2, San Bernardino 2. 


The ancient peoples of Greece and Italy excelled in 
the art of life. Rude shepherds, husbandmen, and 
fisherfolk though they once were they evolved ways 
of thought and modes of conduct out of which flow- 
ered a rare civilization. 
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